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David Diaz's first children's book Smoky Night won the Caldecott 
award in 1995 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0152018840/ref=sib_dp_pt/104
-5108703-9247965#reader-link  

 

From Your Australian Regional 
Advisors 
  
Hi SCBWI'ers, 
  
You did it!  Thank you to all those people who voted for me in the 
SCBWI Board of Advisors elections.  It was such a busy time of 
year (and we got a very short timeline), so to all of you who voted 
and supported my nomination THANK YOU.  I am delighted to tell 
you I was successfully re-elected and that means I also retain my 
role of Chair of the Board.  This is something I am passionate 
about as it is a time of exciting change and new ventures in 
SCBWI around the world. 
  
Thank you as well to all the people who emailed with personal 
messages of support.  It is always rewarding to know that the work 
you do actually has made a difference. 
  
I thought you might be interested in the full list of SCBWI Board 
members.  Many of them are fascinated with Australia (and the 
accent!) and would be interested in coming to our shores.  So if 
you have a conference and are interested in a speaker, you might 
like to consider these incredibly talented and successful people. 
  
SCBWI International Board of Advisors 
President: Steve Mooser 
Executive Director:  Lin Oliver 
Board Members:  Sue Alexander, Bruce Balan, Judy Blume, Eve 
Bunting, Priscilla Burris, Bruce Coville, Erzsi Deak, Tomie dePaola, 
David Diaz, Judith Ross Enderle, Sid Fleishman, James Cross 
Giblin, Stephanie Gordon, Esther Hershenhorn, Dorothy Leon, 
Arthur A. Levine, Jen McVeity, Walter Dean Myers, Linda Sue 
Park, Q.L. Pearce, Jerry Pinkley, Robert Sabuda, Barbara Seuling, 
Frank Sloan, Briget Strevens-Marzo, Jane Yolen, Ceclia Yung, 
Cheryl Zach. 
  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0152018840/ref=sib_dp_pt/104-5108703-9247965
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0152018840/ref=sib_dp_pt/104-5108703-9247965


I wish you all a successful and fulfilling year.  I often think how 
lucky we are to work in an area we love and are passionate about.  
We are indeed the fortunate ones. 
  

Jen McVeity 
Co-Regional Advisor. 

Chair, SCBWI international Board of Advisors 
  

From Sydney With Love 
  
Held on Saturday the 12th of February, an event to raise funds to 
assist children affected by the Tsunami has been hailed an 
amazing success. Author Sue Whiting in a recent online newsletter 
gave huge congratulations to the organisers including our Co-
Regional Advisor Chris Cheng and his cohort of equally talented 
children’s writers and illustrators who worked tirelessly to put 
together “a wonderful children’s literature event” at the NSW State 
Library.  
  
Sue commented that, “by lunch time the place was packed, the 
sessions full and the bookshop buzzing – I’m sure thousands of 
dollars was raised for the Save the Children’s Fund work in 
Tsunami affected areas.” 
  
She also enthusiastically confirmed that “It was wonderful being 
part of it all and was a fabulous opportunity to meet up with other 
authors and illustrators and to listen to many other readings (Jeni 
Mawter, Susanne Gervay, James Roy to name a few).” 
  
No doubt there were many others who shared these 
sentiments – congratulations to all those involved! Here, 
in Chris’s word,s are his highlights  
  
Everyone (we had over 50 of Sydney's authors and illustrators) 
gathering there. 
Kids sitting in corners of rooms (and under/on steps) reading while 
the parents were talking. 
Kids (boy) saying dad this was so cool. we should do this again. 
The queues for signatures and the like after the sessions - some of 
the book creators surely still have hand cramps. 
The whole day is a blur. 
The painting that was going on outside for the postcards. 



The kids ogling the magic school bus 
The flocks that flooded through the doors of the dixson to hear the 
authors and illustrators read - and read and read and show their 
art. 
The steps at the front of the Mitchell library with bods waiting to go 
in. 
The sea of red save the children fund t-shirts (worn by the authors 
and the illustrators) 
Kids fishing out pocket money for the lucky dip pigs (lusciously 
crafted by Donna Rawlins) 
The adults and the kids sitting and listening and the silence in the 
room as stories were told. 
Standing on the Macquarie internal steps and seeing a sea of 
buzzing bodies, authors, illustrators, volunteers, kids with adults, 
adults without kids ... people everywhere all turning up for the 
event. How mega. 
... and all the authors and illustrators who we rang to gather for this 
event and who said "how wonderful. what else can we do?" ... that 
really was magical. 
  
Note: There will be an auction of the art work donated by the 
illustrators - that will go on ebay over the next few months 
(possibly the whole year) 
  

Christopher W Cheng 
Children's author and Co-Regional Advisor-Australia 

www.chrischeng.com 
www.scbwi.ampl.com.au (Australia) 

  
  
 

What's Happening - SCBWI Events 
& Meetings 
  

Western Australia 
  

Term 1 Workshop 
 

Open Day  Sunday 20 March - 10am 
 

”It’s Harder To Get Published Than Ever – Is it Really? 
With Special Guest:   Libby Gleeson 

http://www.chrischeng.com/
http://www.scbwi.ampl.com.au/


  
 
Libby Gleeson writes picture books, novels and short stories for 
young  
people and her work has been short listed for the Children's Book 
of the 
Year Awards eleven times!  She's even won the prestigious 
international  
award, The Bologna Ragazzi, with her powerful and evocative 
picture book 
The Great Bear (illustrated by Armin Greder.)   
  
Yet she still finds time to support fellow writers - holding the 
position of Chair of the Australian Society of Authors and she was 
very involved in the struggle for 
Educational Lending Right.  Her knowledge of the publishing 
industry in Australia spans twenty years of learning and 
challenges.   
  
Libby generously shares her experiences as a writer for young 
people and talks about the current trends and publishers in 
Australia today. 
 
Cost: $20.00* SCBWI members  $25.00 non-members 
*The cost of the workshop covers presenter fee, catering and 
donation to 
the Fremantle Children's Literature Centre in support of sponsoring 
the 
venue. 
 

Then from 11am-4pm 
View the Fremantle Children's Literature Centre Exhibitions 
The Great Bear -  Libby Gleeson and Armin Greder 
Eyes in the Night  Jan Ramage and Laura Peterson 
Are We There Yet?  Alison Lester 
Antarctica: The Heart of the World  Coral Tulloch 
 
Venue: 
The Residency Fremantle Children's Literature Centre 
Cnr Knutsford St. and Hampton Rd   Fremantle 
 
RSVP: Frané Lessac    ARA - Society of Children's Book Writers 



and  
Illustrators 
email: artbeat@ozemail.com.au    or  call 9430-5479 
  
  

New South Wales 
  
NSW SCBWI quarterly meetings dates for 2005:  
29th March 2005 
21st June 2005 
12th September 2005 
13th December 2005 
  
Venue: At the Hughenden (the beautiful boutique hotel owned by 
Susanne Gervay.), 14 Queen St, Woollahra 
  
Time:  5.30 – 7.00pm.   
Drinks/coffee at personal cost.  Optional dinner afterwards to 
network with fellow authors and illustrators.  (And the food is 
great!) 
  
Bookings:  So that we know who is coming please advise Chris 
Cheng by email. 
  
STAY TUNED - There is also a Sydney workshop for mid year 2005 that 
is yet to be finalised - a few more details to get that organised so we will 
let you know details as soon as we have them! 
  
News from Your NSW ARA 
  
The network in Australia among SCBWI members extends beyond 
meetings and conferences. There is an interactive relationship 
between members and support for their writing. There was great 
excitement when the enthusiastic and gorgeous Deborah Abela 
announced that her series on MAX REMY SUPER SPY will be 
released in the USA by Simon & Schuster. It will also be released 
in the UK by Oxford Press. 
  
The Aussie Bites/Chomps/Nibbles series, which will be called 
Bites/Chomps/Nibbles is being released in the USA. SCBWI 
member Moya Simons will have her wonderful book 'The Boy Who 
Would Live Forever' included in the books to be published. 
  

mailto:artbeat@ozemail.com.au


SCBWI members are widely published by the major publishers in 
Australia and there is a push for books to go beyond Australian 
borders.  
  

 Susanne Gervay 
ARA New South Wales 

http://www.sgervay.com 
http://www.hughendenhotel.com.au 

  
  

Victoria 
  
What Is coming up for Victoria? 
  
  

 

Useful Websites and Resources 
  

In Need of Brain Stimulation? 
For those of you with sluggish brains in the morning this website 
gives you a daily 'wake-up' writing exercise to get things moving. 
www.wakeupwriting.com 
  
What Is Pass It On? 
PASS IT ON is a FREE weekly on-line networking newsletter for 
those in or interested in the children’s book industry. It is emailed 
to subscribers once a week on a Monday. The compiler is writer 
Jackie Hosking who will not edit or censor your submission in any 
way. She is merely the collection point for YOUR submissions 
regarding market information, author/illustrator/publisher/producer 
profiles, book reviews, helpful articles/websites, writing courses, 
writing competitions and all information of interest to those involved 
in the industry. It is information-driven and not full of trivia or paid 
ads, though you can publicise children’s book launches, new 
publications, writing courses you are running, etc. 

PIO is in its twenty eighth week of distribution, having taken over 
CAINON, which was started by author Dianne (Di) Bates, and 
which ran for 20 issues. Both of these online newsletters have 
proved to be tools of great potential and power. Changes have 
already been effected in the industry - to the benefit of creators - 
and there is healthy (and very spirited) debate about issues that 

http://www.sgervay.com/
http://www.hughendenhotel.com.au/
http://www.wakeupwriting.com/


some think need to be addressed. New writers and illustrators 
learn a lot of information and anyone can ask questions about any 
aspect of the industry. 

Be assured that Jackie will treat your contact details with the 
utmost confidentiality. Jackie is the only person who knows who 
contributes material and who is on the PIO mailing list. All 
contributors are anonymous, unless they give specific instructions 
to be named. 

Guidelines for submission will be on the first copy you receive.  

If you wish to receive PASS IT ON - email Jackie Hosking at 
jacket@smartchat.net.au and she will add your name to the 
receivers’ list. You only have to send one email; there are no forms 
to fill in and you won’t receive any spam as a result. Please 
contribute as often as you can and help yourself and others to be 
informed and pro-active. Feel free to encourage your friends and 
colleagues in the industry to subscribe and to contribute! PASS IT 
ON will survive only for as long as YOU the CONTRIBUTOR 
determine. 

Submitted by Dianne (Di) Bates 
www.enterprisingwords.com 

  
  

 

Around The Country... 
heARTlines –  

a festival of children’s literature & book illustration  
May 12 – June 12:  

heARTlines is Western Australia’s newest children’s literature 
festival. A joint project of Mundaring Arts Centre (in Perth’s hills) 
and the Katharine Susannah Prichard Writers’ Centre, this 
wonderful event will have a special emphasis on book art (picture 
books and book design in general) while also highlighting the joys 
of reading and writing children’s books.  

The heARTlines exhibition of illustrators’ art will run the entire 
month, while a range of workshops and talks by authors and 

mailto:jacket@smartchat.net.au
http://www.enterprisingwords.com/


illustrators will be held a few days each week at a number of 
venues. The workshops will cater for children, teenagers and 
adults (including writers).  

Some of the creators taking part include internationally respected 
illustrators Shaun Tan and Frané Lessac, and popular authors 
such as Mark Greenwood, Anthony Eaton, Elaine Forrestal, Julia 
Lawrinson, Dianne Wolfer and Louise Schofield – to name just a 
few.  

The full program will be released in April and be available on 
www.kspf.iinet.net.au & www.cbc.org.au/wa. 

 

Australian Copyright Council 2005 Training 
Program 

 
 

 
The Australian Copyright Council is an independent not for profit 
organisation based in Sydney. Each year they present a training 
program in most capital cities. In 2005 sessions include: 
* Copyright Essentials 
* Moral Rights 
* Recent Developments in Copyright 
 
Sessions are also being run for: 
* educational institutions 
* libraries 
* governments (Commonwealth & State) 
  
For more information and pdf order forms for all sessions, please 
visit the website: http://www.copyright.org.au. 
 
 

 
COPYRIGHT ESSENTIALS; MORAL RIGHTS; RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS 
 
If you need to know about copyright or moral rights and do not 
work in a library, educational institution or State, Territory or 
Commonwealth government, these sessions are for you. 
 
The first two sessions provide a comprehensive introduction to 

http://www.kspf.iinet.net.au/
http://www.cbc.org.au/wa
http://www.copyright.org.au/


copyright law and the law on moral rights. The third session, which 
assumes a general understanding of copyright, is for anyone who 
wants to gain detailed knowledge about recent cases and 
changes, and proposed changes, to copyright law. Attending the 
whole day will give you a ³crash course² and get you up to speed 
on this area of law. 

 
 
Adelaide: 5 September 
Brisbane: 17 October 
Canberra: 12 May 
Melbourne: 7 March  
Perth: 1 August     
Sydney: 6 June   

 
 
Session 1,  11:00am - 1:00pm,  $100 
COPYRIGHT ESSENTIALS 
* what copyright protects 
* the scope of the copyright owner¹s rights 
* duration of copyright and term extension 
* who owns copyright 
* licensing and assigning rights 
* infringement of copyright: actions and remedies 
* copyright collecting societies: what they do 
* free trade agreement amendments 

 
 
Session 2, 2:00 - 3:30pm,  $90 
MORAL RIGHTS 
* when a creator or performer must be attributed 
* derogatory treatment of a work or performance 
* when non-attribution or derogatory treatment is reasonable 
* consent to non-attribution or derogatory treatment 
* differences for employees and freelancers 
* special rules for films 
* consequences of breaching moral rights 
* practical issues for architecture, advertising, publishing, film, 
* sound recordings 
* how to manage moral rights 

 
 
Session 3, 4:00 - 5:00pm,  $80 



RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN COPYRIGHT 
* recent & proposed changes to the law 
* recent cases 
* current reviews of law & policy 
* international developments 
* Australia/US Free Trade Agreement 

 
 
Bookings / Enquiries 
 
Please include full contact details, including postal address & 
phone. 
- email sales@copyright.org.au 
- download the order form from http://www.copyright.org.au and fax 
or post it  
- phone Customer Service on (02) 9699 3247 
 
If you wish to attend please advise as soon as possible. If you are 
unable to send payment immediately, registration can be 
processed and a Tax Invoice sent. 

 
 
Related books published by the Copyright Council 
 
* Moral Rights (B114) 
* A User¹s Guide to Copyright (B74) 
* Australia/US Free Trade Agreement Amendments (B122) (to be 
published in 2005) 
* Access to copyright material: fair use & other issues (B124) (to 
be published in 2005) 
* Galleries & Museums (B123) (to be published in 2005) 
The books are $38 each (incl GST, postage and handling). 
You can view details of the table of contents for each book at 
http://www.copyright.org.au 
 
Free book offer 
 
If you attend four training sessions and complete the feedback 
form/s, you will be sent a free book from the book series (title to be 
chosen by you) once payment and feedback form are received. 
This offer is for individual participants. 

 

mailto:sales@copyright.org.au
http://www.copyright.org.au/
http://www.copyright.org.au/


 
Australian Copyright Council 
PO Box 1986 Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 Australia 
Tel: +61 2 9318 1788 (copyright enquiries) 
Tel: +61 2 9699 3247 (administration and sales) 
Fax: +61 2 9698 3536 
http://www.copyright.org.au 
  
  

 

Competition and Award News 
  
Blogfest $2000 Writing Contest – Open to All 
Children’s Writers 
  
Twenty Twenty Publishing are sponsoring a writing contest 
designed to encourage all writers to follow their dreams and write 
the work that truly matters to them. 
  
Just tell them what you want to write and why it means so much to 
you and you can win $2000 to write it. 
  
Open to: all writers worldwide and all styles of writing 
Prizes: 
1st prize - $2000 
2nd to 10th - $1000 in total 
Closing date: April 20, 2005 
Entry fee: $5 
  
Entry and the full details: http://www.writingstuff.com/blogfest.html 
  

 

Victorian State Library Fellowships 
These Creative Fellowships are awarded annually by the State 
Library on the advice of an independent committee of the Library 
Board of Victoria.  

Up to eight creative Fellowships will be offered in 2005-06 for 
periods of three, six or twelve months, with stipends of $12,500 for 
three months, $25,000 for six months and $50,000 for twelve 
months. 

http://www.copyright.org.au/
http://www.writingstuff.com/blogfest.html


Full-time and part-time Fellowships are awarded. Preference is 
given to applicants who do not have access to alternative sources 
of subsidy. Fellowships may also be shared by joint applicants, 
however the stipend will be the same as for a single applicant. 

The State Library of Victoria will also award an Honorary 
Fellowship to a scholar and researcher who would benefit from the 
other privileges of the Creative Fellowships, but who does not 
require financial assistance. One fellowship will be awarded the 
title 'AGL Shaw Fellowship'.  

2005 Information session 
Prospective applicants are encouraged to attend the general 
information evening to discuss their proposals before submitting 
them. In 2005 this session will take place on: 

Monday, 28 February 
6pm-8pm 
State Library of Victoria 
Village Roadshow Theatrette 
Entry 3, La Trobe Street 
Melbourne 

For fellowship requirements, the selection process and the 
application form visit the following website. 

www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs/research/fellowships/information.html 

  

More Information 
Dr Dianne Reilly 
La Trobe Librarian 
State Library of Victoria 
328 Swanston Street 
Melbourne Vic 3000 
Phone 03 8664 7182 
Email dreilly@slv.vic.gov.au 

  
 

Kids Choose Top Books In Koala Award 

http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs/research/fellowships/information.html
mailto:dreilly@slv.vic.gov.au


  
At the KOALA ceremony in 2004, three of Australia’s best-loved 
children’s book creators won the Kids Own Australian Literature 
Awards.  
  
Unlike awards such as the Children’s Book Council’s Book of the 
Year Awards, KOALA winners are selected by children. 
  
Best known for his superbly-illustrated picture books, Graeme 
Base took out 2004’s KOALA Older Readers’ Award with his latest 
book, TruckDogs. 
  
International best-selling author, Emily Rodda, captured her 
audience’s winning votes in 2004 by taking out the Younger 
Readers’ award with Deltora Quest (Series 3). 
  
Illustrator Leigh Hobbs, who has never before won a KOALA 
award, was the year’s winner of the Picture Book Award with his 
book, Old Tom, Man of Mystery.  
  
The final KOALA top ten books for 2004 were: Waterhole (Graeme 
Base), Let’s Get a Pup (Bob Graham), Too Cool series (Phil 
Kettle), Horrible Harriet (Leigh Hobbs), Very Blue Thingamajig 
(Narelle Oliver), Too Many Pears (Jackie French & Bruce 
Whatley), Potato People (Pamela Allen), Boyz Rule (Felice Arena 
& Phil Kettle), Little White Dogs Can’t Jump (Bruce Whatley & 
Rosie Smith) and Mr Magee and the Biting Flea (Pamela Allen).  
  
Authors Paul Jennings and Duncan Ball became the first recipients 
of the new KOALA Legends category to commemorate those who 
have most contributed to KOALA over the years.  
  
For schools and individuals wishing to join KOALA and to continue 
to support the concept of kids reading and selecting their own 
prize-winning books, contact details are available on 
ww.koalabooks.com.au/koalansawards.html or c% 
koalansw@hotmail.com or PO Box 279, Annandale NSW 2038 
  

Submitted by Dianne (Di) Bates 
www.enterprisingwords.com 

  

mailto:koalansw@hotmail.com
http://www.enterprisingwords.com/


Find out about SCBWI awards, grants and application 
procedures by visiting the website:  www.scbwi.org. 
  
  

 

Quote of The Season 
"Most of the people  
who will walk after me  
will be children,  
so make the beat  
keep time  
with short steps."  
- Hans Christian Andersen 

April 2005 marks the bicentennial of the birth of Hans Christian 
Andersen. You can check out the International Hans Christian 
Andersen exhibition at 
http://www.hca2005.com/HCA2005/News/ca30/id/3426 

  
 

Contacts 
 
www.scbwi.ampl.com.au (Australian SCBWI website) 
Check out the international SCBWI website at: 
http://www.scbwi.org  
suggest@scbwi.org   General Comments, Suggestions, etc. 
membership@scbwi.org   National SCBWI Office/Membership 
people@scbwi.org   Submissions for Bulletin "People" Column 
jen@jenmcveity.com   Australian and NZ Co-Regional Advisor 
chris@chrischeng.com    Chris Cheng, Australian and NZ Co-
Regional Advisor 
Via: jen@jenmcveity.com   Trudy Edgar, Newsletter Editor 
  
* Copyright. Please feel free to pass on this entire newsletter, but 
only in the full text, not in exerts. 
 

http://www.scbwi.org/
http://www.hca2005.com/HCA2005/News/ca30/id/3426
http://www.scbwi.ampl.com.au/
http://www.scbwi.org/
mailto:suggest@scbwi.org
mailto:membership@scbwi.org
mailto:people@scbwi.org
mailto:jen@jenmcveity.com
mailto:chris@chrischeng.com
mailto:jen@jenmcveity.com

	2005 Information session
	More Information

