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Hi SCBWI'ers, 
  
American editors view our writers as fresh, innovative and dynamic and they look to our 
shores with speculative eyes.  On the other hand, Australian writers often regard their work 
and careers with the view 'it's hard enough to get published here, let alone in the USA.' 
  
Last year, as part of my Churchill Fellowship, I showcased the work of 43 SCBWI 
Australian members to USA publishers.  Thanks to the network of our Regional Advisors 
throughout America, I gained personal introductions to executive editors and publishers at 
Random, Charlesbridge, Simon and Schuster, Dutton, Penguin, and HarperCollins ….  just 
to name drop a few.  It was tremendously exciting to see the interest shown by USA 
publishers in our writers.   
  
As an adjunct to the Churchill Fellowship, I also promoted The Style File, 
(www.thestylefile.com) a web showcase of Australian illustrators' work.  Information on The 
Style File, along with print samples of more than 20 illustrators were disseminated to every 
publisher I met. 
  
I loved hearing the individual success stories.  I was also delighted to know a far greater 
understanding of the differences and similarities between our two publishing scenes has 
been fostered.   Networks have started up, contacts formed, and many business to 
business projects have been generated.   
  
I thought you might be interested in some of the comments from USA publishers:-  

• 'Simon and Schuster are always on the lookout for fresh new voices, and Jen's visit 
exposed me to a great variety of literature I might otherwise not have ever come 
across.'  Caitlyn Dlouhy (Executive Editor, Atheneum Books for Young Children) 

Page 1 of 7 AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2004 © JEN McVEITY 



• 'It was a real pleasure meeting you this afternoon.  I was glad to learn more about 
Australian publishing and your country's many talented writers and illustrators.  
What a terrific opportunity for US publishers.'  (Yolanda LeRoy, Senior Editor, 
Charlesbridge.) 

• '… your notes on the differences in our respective publishing worlds are fascinating 
and useful… thank you for all the effort you put into this trip, and for spreading the 
word about Australian books and authors here in the U.S!'    Sarah Pope, (Assistant 
Editor, Dutton) 

• 'All of your information was very helpful so yes, spread the word.  You're doing an 
amazing job.   Hope to see you before you go!'  (Wendy Lamb,  Publishing Director, 
Wendy Lamb Books, Random.) 

  
My thanks to the Churchill Trust for their support and vision to help make this incredible 
project a reality. 
  
  
QUICK PICK DIFFERENCES 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
There are some fascinating differences between the USA and the Australian publishing 
scenes.  (I listed over 11 main ones in my report.)  Here's a fun one: 
  
The countryside is greener, gentler and lusher on the East coast compared to the hard 
dryness of Australia.  The light is far softer.  I didn't need sunglasses, as necessary as car 
keys in Australia and sometimes the air was so thick I thought I had cataracts coming!  
The illustrations in the USA are wonderfully creative and original, but generally are less 
bold in colour and gentler in style. 
  
Strangely enough, the graffiti, that art form created in secret ways in public places by the 
young, the rebellious and the fringe dwellers of the art world, was EXACTLY the same. 
  
  
SCBWI WEBSITE! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Ground breaking news.  The Australian SCBWI website has just been launched! 
Compiled by the dynamo Chris Cheng, the website has been designed to give you even 
more of the benefits you expect from your SCBWI - information, support, and 
empowerment.  Advance your professional skills with: -  

• PR knowledge 
• top tips on portfolios 
• specialized picture book techniques 
• funding opportunities 
• what's hot and what's not in children's book publishing. 

  
The site is fresh, full of information and terrifically easy to navigate.  (Well no wonder, 
Chris does this sort of thing for Purdue University in the USA.)  
  
You can find YOUR SCBWI site here: 
www.scbwi.ampl.com.au 
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10% OFF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MARKETPLACE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Australian Writer's Marketplace is the top source of contact addresses for publishers, 
agents, writing festivals, newspapers and writing courses in Australia.  Queensland 
Writer's Centre is now publishing this resource and we have negotiated a deal where 
SCBWI members get 10% off.  Members make sure you say you are SCBWI to get the 
$45 price! (Normal RRP is $49.95)   
  
The Australian Writer’s Marketplace 2004 can be ordered at Queensland Writers Centre 
online Bookshop www.qwc.asn.au or by telephone, fax or post.  
  
  
  
EVENTS:  WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Sunday 28 March 2004  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
   
THE ART OF SELF-PROMOTION:   
Being Nice but Noticed! 
10.00 -11.00am  
Presenter Krista Bell has been a book sales rep, a publicist for a publishing company, a 
book-shop owner in Sydney and a book reviewer on ABC Radio for 15 years.  She's also 
the author of 16 books for children and a well known (and much loved) personality in the 
Melbourne literary scene.  Join Krista as she shares with you some honest (and hilarious) 
anecdotes about the publishing and publicity trail, as well as practical techniques on radio 
interviews, being 'media friendly', and ways to get newspaper and magazine coverage.  
Krista is in Perth as a guest of the All Saints' Literature Festival for the third successive 
year. (We told you she is popular!)   
  
  
OPEN DAY: FREMANTLE CHILDREN'S LITERATURE CENTRE 
11.00am onwards 
Meet Special Guests Catherine Bateson and Terry Denton 
  
PLUS, view the Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre Exhibitions  
Hyram and B. - Brian Caswell and Matt Ottley 
Baby Boomsticks - Margaret Wild and David Legge 
Little Humpty - Margaret Wild and Ann James 
The Legend of Lasseter’s Reef - Mark Greenwood 
The Deltora Book of Monsters - Emily Rodda and Marc McBride 
  
COST:  The Art of Self Promotion 
$20.00 SCBWI members   ~   $25.00 non-members   
Morning tea provided.   
The open day exhibition is FREE! 
WHERE:  Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre, 
Old Prison Hospital  - Own Entrance Gate 
Cnr Knutsford Street & Hampton Road  Fremantle 
  
RSVP: Frané Lessac 
Assistant Regional Adviser- Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators 

Page 3 of 7 AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2004 © JEN McVEITY 



(08) 9430-5479      email: artbeat@ozemail.com.au 
  
  
EVENTS : VICTORIA 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
JULIE VIVAS - Casual Get Together 
Friday 12 March from 6.30pm to 9.30pm 
  
Books Illustrated, ASA/SOBI and SCBWI are pleased to invite you to share an evening 
with Julie Vivas. 
  
Julie will be in Melbourne for some preliminary 21st birthday celebrations for her Australian 
classic picture book, 'Possum Magic', written by Mem Fox, published by Omnibus.  So we 
invite you to a casual  get-together to mingle, share news. Pizza & vino will be the main 
fair, with some healthy fruit and the odd vegemite sandwich and lamington with cuppa, 
thrown in for extra Aussie flavour. 
  
WHERE: Books Illustrated Gallery, The Gasworks Arts Park, 15 Graham Street, Albert 
Park.  Melways ref.2J G7  
(Plenty of free parking in Graham St.)  Tram no.1 (South Melb. beach) to second last stop 
- five minute walk down Graham St.  
COST: $15 (pay on night) 
RSVP: Books Illustrated by Wednesday March 10    
info@booksillustrated.com.au        Tel: (03)9696 0947  
  
  
  
TYE RETREAT 
19-22 November 2004 
Be Bold, Be Brave, Be Creative 
  
WHERE:  John Marsden's fabulous Tye Estate, near Tullamarine airport, Melbourne. 
Join Jen McVeity and Ann James for a three day weekend of information and inspiration.   
Here's what people said about the last retreat:  
·        A fantastic way to network & gain information in a beautiful surrounding such as Tye.  
·        Exchange of practical information about contracts, who’s publishing what, how to go 
about things. 
·        Having another boot up the bum about contracts, overseas marketing etc. 
·        The generosity of all participants – a real sense of cooperation, not competition. 
  
  
Keep that date clear and get ready to book – the Tye Retreat always sells out. 
  
  
 
   
EVENTS:  NSW 
30th March 2004 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
'Fantastic….brilliant…Inspiring…I laughed and learnt SO much!' 
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The quarterly Sydney meetings have continued to educate, empower and inspire.  The 
next meeting is coming right up, so book your diaries, grab your latest news, tips and 
publications to share and be there. More details will go to NSW members in two weeks. 
WHERE:  The Hughenden, (the beautiful boutique hotel owned by Susanne Gervay.) 
14 Queen St, Woollara 
WHEN:  Tuesday 30th March 2004 
TIME:  5.30 – 7.00pm.   
Drinks/coffee at personal cost.  Optional dinner afterwards to network with fellow authors 
and illustrators.  (And the food is great!) 
BOOKINGS:  chris@chrischeng.com 
  
  
  
BOOK BOOT CAMP 
Last minute notice! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
Well, I've been sharing this material with writers in Texas, Utah, Los Angeles and Manila.  
So I thought it was about time I brought it home to Australia.   
  
I've crammed everything I know (including the latest from three months submersed in the 
USA publishing scene) into just two days.  You get top writing techniques, fast track 
pitching solutions, the secrets of writing killer cover letters, lists of USA and Australian 
publishers and the inside track on selling international rights. 
  
This is NOT a SCBWI function.  (And thus it has a price tag to match.)  However, if you 
can laugh, listen fast, and take notes even faster, then do call my office.  (03) 9521 8439.  
Or visit www.highlightingwriting.com for more details. 
  
PRESENTER:  Jen McVeity, Australian head and international Chair SCBWI, 2003 
Churchill Fellow  
WHERE:  Holmesglen Conference Centre (Melbourne) 
WHEN:  Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 March 2004 
TIME:  10.00am – 4.00pm 
COST:  $550.  SCBWI members $440 
BOOKINGS:  www.highlightingwriting.com 
  
  
  
TECHNIQUES:  THE HOOK 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
By Janet Wykes Moore 
  
What is the single most important part of your novel, the hook that grabs the reader and 
keeps him reading? It’s not the first chapter. It’s not the first page. It’s not even the first 
paragraph. According to young adult novelist and award winning author Richard Peck, it is 
the first line. 
   
Peck thrilled and inspired thousands of teachers, librarians, writers and books enthusiasts 
at Encyclomedia in Oklahoma City in September.  I was caught up in the idea of looking at 
first lines. Not all first lines grabbed me. Here are some that did.     
Richard Peck’s first lines: 

Page 5 of 7 AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2004 © JEN McVEITY 

mailto:chris@chrischeng.com
http://www.highlightingwriting.com/
http://www.highlightingwriting.com/


It was the last day of our old lives, and we didn’t even know it.  (Fair Weather, 2001) 
I’d lived in this town for twelve days, and I was up in a tree.  (Strays Like Us, 1998) 
You wouldn’t think we’d have to leave Chicago to see a dead body.  (A Long Way from 
Chicago, 1998) 
The day had dawned gray and gritty, as usual.  (Secrets of the Shopping Mall, 1979) 
  
Other authors’ first lines: 
My name is India Opal Buloni, and last summer my daddy, the preacher, sent me to the 
store for a box of macaroni-and-cheese, some white rice, and two tomatoes and I came 
back with a dog.  (Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo, 2002) 
It was the week before Christmas when I first got the idea that someone was watching our 
house.   (Is Anybody There? by Eve Bunting, 1998) 
It all began at dinner one night last fall, when Mom announced, right after grace, “I’ve had 
a revelation.”   (Armageddon Summer by Jane Yolen and Bruce Coville, 1998) 
We were the leftovers.  (Never Say Quit by Bill Wallace, 1993) 
My little sister Patsy is dead.  (Red-Dirt Jessie by Anna Myers, 1992) 
King Constantine IX of Regia had been killed three times and was bored with it.   (The 
Beggar Queen by Lloyd Alexander, 1984) 
“Where’s Papa going with that ax?” said Fern to her mother as they were setting the table 
for breakfast.   (Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White,1952) 
  
I need to take a serious look at my first lines.  How about you?   
  
Janet Wykes Moore 
A teacher and school librarian in Alaska for years, (that's how she knows all the first lines!) 
Janet Wykes Moore has been writing full time for four years.  She now lives in Oklahoma – 
a place of 'great critique sessions and inspiring workshops and conferences.' 
  
  
  
SCBWI FUTURE DIRECTIONS - BOARD CHAIR 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
For the last three years I have been an elected member of the SCBWI's international 
Board of Advisors.  The SCBWI is now the largest writing organisation in the world with 
over 20,000 members in 18 countries.  Other members of the Board include Judy Blume, 
Tomie de Paola, Paula Danziger, Arthur Levine (USA publisher of Harry Potter) as well as 
publishers, art directors and several Newbery and Caldecott Award winners. 
  
In June 2004, board members are holding a three day think-tank in LA to talk about the 
future directions of the SCBWI.  So suggestions, lateral ideas and future brainstorming are 
all welcome. 
  
It is my pleasure to tell you that this year I have been elected Chair of the SCBWI Board.  
This is a huge honour as only 2 of the 26 members of the Board are non-Americans.  I 
hope I am able to continue to promote the international voice of the SCBWI with even 
more clarity in this role - and help bring together the energy and talent of all SCBWI 
members to work towards an exciting future. 
  
  
  
 QUOTE OF THE SEASON 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.  (William James) 
  
  
  
Wishing you a wonderful autumn 
  
Jen McVeity 
www.jenmcveity.com 
  
  
jen@jenmcveity.com  Australian and NZ Regional Advisor 
suggest@scbwi.org   General Comments, Suggestions, etc. 
membership@scbwi.org   National SCBWI Office/Membership 
people@scbwi.org   Submissions for Bulletin "People" Column 
SCBWI website USA: http://www.scbwi.org 
OUR Australian website: www.scbwi.ampl.com 
  
 
* Copyright Jen McVeity and contributing authors. This newsletter may be passed 
on, but please send on the full text, not exerts. 
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